
Environmental Justice Element  
Description

Senate Bill 1000 (Leyva, 2016) amended Government 
Code Section 65302 to require that California cities 
and counties that have disadvantaged communities 
incorporate Environmental Justice policies into their 
general plans, either in a separate element or by 
integrating related goals, policies, and objectives 
throughout the other elements. The purpose of the law 
is to address the “unique or compounded health risks” 
in disadvantaged communities by decreasing pollution 
exposure, increasing community assets, and improving 
overall health. The Environmental Justice Element will:

•	 Address goals, policies, and programs pertaining 
to educational attainment, pollution burden of 
disadvantaged communities, and identification of 
burdensome quality of life metrics including poverty, 
unemployment, linguistic isolation, and health.

•	 Align with the Governor’s Office of Planning and 
Research Guidelines for Environmental Justice

•	 Rely on CalEnviroScreen 4.0 to determine areas of 
concern regarding environmental justice issues

Welcome!
We are excited to announce that in 2022, the City of Lompoc kicked off an update to the City’s 
Housing Element to plan for housing through 2031. The update is scheduled for completion in 
early 2023, and throughout the process, we invite the public to be part of the planning process 
and provide input on how Lompoc can support housing development over the planning period 
(2023-2031). As part of the Project, the City will be conducting a technical update to the City 
of Lompoc 2030 General Plan. 

What other General Plan Elements are being updated? Why?
This technical update includes updating the existing Safety and Circulation Elements, and the development of a new Environmental Justice Element (as 
required by State Law). The City initiated this update, with input from the City Council Ad Hoc Committee, to refine the existing goals and policies of these 
Elements to address changes to State law and consider changing community needs and opportunities. This effort will enable the City to implement best 
practices to ensure the goals and policies in the 2030 General Plan meet the needs of the community now, and in the future. 
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The purpose of the Housing 
Element is to identify and analyze 
existing and projected housing 
needs in order to support housing 
preservation, improvement, and 
development for all economic 

segments of the community.

Circulation Element Description
The Circulation Element of the Lompoc General Plan 
addresses broad issues of physical mobility – how goods 
and people move about into, out of, and within the 
community. Meeting the City’s transportation needs is one 
of the most important issues of the General Plan, and is 
related to land use, community design, air quality, energy 
consumption, public health, and City infrastructure. The 
Circulation Element Update will:

•	 Describe existing transportation systems and services
•	 Address complete streets policies, reflecting new 

California General Plan guidelines
•	 Incorporate new SB 743 requirements and vehicle 

miles traveled (VMT)
•	 Discuss emerging transportation technologies
•	 Address the multi-faceted implications of new 

technologies
•	 Ensure consistency with the Pedestrian & Bicycle 

Master Plan and the Streetscape Multimodal 
Improvement Plan

Safety Element Description
The Safety Element identifies and includes policies and 
programs to reduce the impact of natural and man-made 
hazards that may threaten the health, safety, and property 
of Lompoc residents, business owners, and visitors. The 
State of California General Plan Guidelines state that the 
aim of the Safety Element is to reduce the potential risk 
of death, injuries, property damage, and economic and 
social dislocation resulting from fires, floods, earthquakes, 
landslides, and other hazards. The element emphasizes 
hazard reduction and accident prevention. In addition, the 
element emphasizes the importance of reducing risk and 
the effects of disaster prevention and/or preparedness. The 
Safety Element Update will:

•	 Ensure consistency with other General Plan elements
•	 Ensure compliance with State law
•	 Incorporate information from the Draft 2022 

Santa Barbara County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard 
Mitigation Plan, with an understanding that the 
existing plan is currently in the update process

•	 Address AB 747, General Plan Safety Elements; SB 
99, Safety Elements, Emergency Evacuation Routes; 
SB 379, Climate Adaptation and Resiliency; SB 1035, 
General Plans; and SB 1241, Fire Hazard Impacts.
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What does a Housing Element do?

The purpose of a Housing Element is to: 
• Provide an assessment of current and future housing needs

• Identify opportunities for and constraints on housing production

• Establish goals, policies, and programs to meet those needs

• Update City practices and regulations to reflect new State laws

A Housing Element identifies strategies and 
programs that focus on: 

PROJECT PROCESS
Phase 1: 
PROJECT INITIATION AND EXISTING CONDITIONS

Phase 2: 
PROJECT MANAGEMENT AND COORDINATION

Phase 3: 
COMMUNITY OUTREACH AND ENGAGEMENT

Phase 4: 
HOUSING ELEMENT

Phase 5: 
TECHNICAL UPDATES TO THE  
GENERAL PLAN ELEMENTS

Phase 6: 
CEQA DOCUMENTATION

Phase 7: 
ADOPTION

• Conserving and improving existing affordable housing

• Maximizing housing opportunities throughout the City

• Assisting in the provision of affordable housing

• Removing governmental and other constraints to housing 
investment

• Promoting fair and equal housing opportunities

ENGAGEMENT EFFORTS:
Newsletter #1

Project branding and logo

Website and online engagement

Stakeholder interviews

Planning Commission and City Council Joint Study 
Session

Focus Group Meetings (5)

Community Workshops (4)

Planning Commission Meeting

City Council Meeting

TECHNICAL UPDATES:
Circulation Element

Safety Element

NEW Environmental Justice Element

Minor revisions to other ElementsAdoption is expected in spring 2023

Project Process

Next Event:

Community Workshop #2:  
Late Summer 2022

Information will be posted to envisionlompoc.com. 
Check back soon! 
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What is a Housing Element?
Since 1969, every city and county in California has been required to have a 
Housing Element as part of their General Plan. Unlike other mandatory General 
Plan elements, the Housing Element must be updated every eight years and is 
subject to review and approval by the California Department of Housing and 
Community Development (HCD). Major components of the Housing Element 
include a housing needs assessment, the identification of sites for housing at 
all income levels, a review of constraints to housing, and updated policies and 
programs to carry out the goals of the updated element.

The City’s current 2015-2023 Housing Element was adopted in 2015 and was 
part of the 5th Cycle of housing element updates in the State. This update for 
the 2023-2031 planning period is part of the 6th Cycle of housing element 
updates. Between the 5th and 6th Cycles, the State approved over a dozen of 
new housing laws, many of which aim to lower barriers to building affordable 
housing. The City will address these new laws and other community needs as a 
part of this update.

Another major addition to the 6th Cycle Housing Element Update is the inclusion 
of an analysis called the Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing (AFFH) analysis. 
The AFFH analysis will examine housing practices in the city to identify any areas 
that may perpetuate housing inequities in the community. The Housing Element 
will then include policies and programs to help work towards more equitable 
housing practices.

What does a Housing Element do?

•	 Provide an assessment of current and future housing needs

•	 Identify opportunities and constraints on housing production

•	 Establish goals, policies, and programs to meet those needs

•	 Update City practices and regulations to reflect new State laws

What are the objectives of a Housing Element?

•	 Conserving and improving existing affordable housing

•	 Maximizing housing opportunities throughout the community

•	 Assisting in the provision of affordable housing

•	 Removing governmental and other constraints to housing investment

•	 Promoting fair and equal housing opportunities

Why update the Housing Element?

•	 Updates are required by State law in eight year “cycles”

•	 Deadline for adoption is February 15, 2023

•	120-day grace period allowed, final deadline for adoption is June 15, 2023

•	 Without a compliant Housing Element:

•	The General Plan could be deemed inadequate and therefore invalid

•	A noncompliant or invalid General Plan creates the potential for the City to 
be sued when making land use decisions

•	 The City would be ineligible for several Federal and State housing, community 
development, and infrastructure funding and grant programs
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Housing Element Update Components
Housing Elements generally consist of two parts: the Background Report and the Policy Document.

 
The Background Report provides the existing conditions 
context for the Housing Element’s action plan. Key sections 
of the Background Report are summarized below:

•	 The Housing Needs Assessment identifies and 
analyzes the existing and projects housing needs.

•	 The Sites Inventory provides a list of sites for housing 
development that are adequate to accommodate the City’s 
fair share of the regional housing need across all income 
categories.

•	 The Constraints Analysis documents governmental and 
non-governmental constraints to housing production and 
evaluates the zoning code to ensure the City is providing 
for a variety of housing types.

•	 The Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing Analysis 
(NEW) analyzes fair housing issues regionally and locally 
and identifies patterns and trends that have contributed to 
fair housing issues. 

 
The Policy Document establishes goals, policies, and implementation programs (sometimes referred to as 
implementation measures) related to the development, rehabilitation, and preservation of housing. The 
Policy Document is the action plan that reacts directly to the findings of the Background Report and input 
from the community. The City will implement the actions specified in the Policy Document throughout the 
planning period.

•	 Goals. The housing goals describe a desired outcome or end state. Goals describe ideal future 
conditions for a topic and tend to be general and broad in nature. How the goal will be achieved is 
established via the applicable policies and programs.

•	 Policies. Policies are statements on the position the City takes to implement a goal. Policies contained 
in the Housing Element are important statements as they provide a clear and unambiguous statement 
that guides a specific course of action for decision-makers to achieve a desired goal. Future actions and 
development must be consistent with these policies.

•	 Implementation Programs/Measures. While many policies can be implemented as part of standard 
City operations, some policies require specific programs to assure their implementation. Housing 
programs define the specific actions the City will undertake to achieve the stated goals and policies.

The Policy DocumentThe Background Report

Example goal, policy, and implementation measure from the existing Lompoc Housing Element

Goal 2: Restore, protect, and improve the condition of existing housing and neighborhoods.

Policy 2.1 	 The City shall pursue funding for housing rehabilitation programs which encourage private and public capital 
participation, preserve the existing housing stock, and provide housing opportunities for target income groups. 

Implementation Measure 12 	 The City shall continue to market housing rehabilitation programs to target income senior 
households to make necessary upgrades and structural modifications to their homes to 
facilitate independent living.



City of Lompoc
Housing Element and Technical General Plan Update

Housing Element & Technical General Plan Update

ENVISION 
LOMPOC

ENVISION 
LOMPOC

The Sites Inventory
What is the Regional Housing Needs Allocation?

In the process of updating the Housing Element, each jurisdiction, city, and county is 
required to accommodate its fair share of the regional housing need. The Regional 
Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) is the process used to determine housing 
allocations for each jurisdiction. As part of the RHNA, HCD determines the total 
number of housing units needed across California over the next decade. The Santa 
Barbara County Association of Governments (SBCAG) is then tasked with developing 
a methodology to determine the number of housing units for each incorporated and 
unincorporated jurisdiction in Santa Barbara County, which is required to provide sites 
for housing. 

In July 2021, SBCAG updated their methodology for RHNA allocations for each city 
in the county and Santa Barbara County. The City of Lompoc’s RHNA requirement 
is shown in Table 1. Table 1 also illustrates that Lompoc will be responsible for 
identifying housing sites that can support 1,721 more housing units than required in 
the 5th Cycle. Across the State, most cities and counties are facing similar challenges.

Cycle
Very Low 
Income

Low 
Income

Moderate 
Income

Above Moderate 
Income

Total RHNA

5th Cycle 127 85 95 220 527
6th Cycle 166 262 311 1,509 2,248
Change +39 +177 +216 +1,289 +1,721

Table 1: 5th and 6th Cycle RHNA Comparison

Meeting Housing Needs: The Sites Inventory Process

The site inventory is a required component of the Housing Element used to identify specific sites to 
meet the Lompoc RHNA allocation. The sites inventory process is a labor-intensive and potentially 
controversial component of the Housing Element Update. Lompoc will need to evaluate General 
Plan land uses and the zoning code to determine whether there is enough land available to 
accommodate the assigned RHNA allocation for each income category. If unable to accommodate 
the RHNA, Lompoc will need to plan to rezone enough land to meet the RHNA obligation. Due to 
recent State laws cities are required to plan for an additional 20 percent buffer in the lower and 
moderate income categories as shown in Table 2.

Sites or credits in the inventory can include:

•	 Housing projects under review or approved 
through Planning and expected to be built 
during the planning period

•	 ADU trends

•	 City-owned sites with housing in line with City 
goals

•	 Residentially zoned vacant sites or non-vacant 
sites with redevelopment potential

•	 Sites that would be rezoned to permit 
residential uses or higher density

Site Considerations:

•	 Environmental constraints and utility 
access

•	 Redevelopment potential/feasibility 
•	 Sites identified for lower income must 

meet density and site requirements
	» Appropriate density: 20 units per acre
	» Appropriate parcel size: 0.5 - 10 acres
	» Access to high performing schools, 

jobs, amenities (i.e., parks and 
services), health care facilities, and 
grocery stores

Under State law, the RHNA is assigned to four income categories, which are 
based on a percentage of the Area Median Income (AMI):

•	 Very low household income (<50% AMI)
•	 Low household income (51-80% AMI)
•	 Moderate household income (81-120% AMI)
•	 Above moderate household income (>120% AMI)

Cycle
Very Low 
Income

Low 
Income

Moderate 
Income

Above Moderate 
Income

Total RHNA

6th Cycle 166 262 311 1,509 2,248
20% Buffer 200 315 374 1,509 2,398

Table 2: 6th Cycle RHNA



Visit the Project Website

The The project website 
(envisionlompoc.com) is the hub for 

timely updates with information on the 
status of the project, announcements 

of upcoming workshops and meetings, 
and publication of key documents.

Get Involved!
For the Housing Element to truly represent the city’s vision for the future, we need your help. The success of this planning effort will 
depend on your input, and we have provided a range of ways to hear your ideas for the future of Lompoc. You can participate as much or 
as little as you like, from attending public meetings and community workshops to providing input online from the comfort of your home.

Housing Element & Technical General Plan Update

ENVISION 
LOMPOC

ENVISION 
LOMPOC

City of Lompoc
Housing Element and Technical General Plan Update

Join Meetings and Public 
Workshops

Not only are these great opportunities 
to learn about the Housing Element 

update, but meetings and workshops 
are also a great place to share your 

ideas and connect with the community.

Sign-up for Email Updates

You can join the email list on the project 
website (envisionlompoc.com). By 

signing up, you will be notified when 
the City releases new documents and 
announces meetings, workshops, and 

other events.

Visit envisionlompoc.com for more information.

A: Choose your language

Click this box to translate the 
website into Spanish.

B. Join the eMail list

Click the orange “Join eMail 
List” button to join the mailing 
list. The Project Team will send 

out periodic emails to announce 
document releases, workshops 

and events, and public hearings. 

C. Leave a Comment

Click the green “Comments” 
button to provide your input 

anytime, day or night.

A

B

C




